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IIavkxna, 19th Aug., 1844. 

HOX. J. K. GlODlNOH, 

Dhar Sir : 

» VVo should bu much gmlified wilfe 

a statement of your views upon several topics embracfid in your public 
addresses, which seem to us important to be more widely promulgated and 
more generally understood at this time. 

I. The Constitutional power of the General Governnie.'it and rightti of 
the States, in relation to slavery. If wo rightly apprehend tlie principles 
niainiained by you, it takes from t!ie Insiitulion" entirely, the sancvioa 
and support of the Gonerrl Government, and donies that any power is, by 
the Constitution, conferred upon the Federal Governniont to act upon th<i 
subject in any manner, except perhaps in relotion to fugitives. It af- 
iirms the right of the free States to be wlioily exempt frouj all participu- 
lion in the guilt, disgrace or expense of slavery- We understand you also 
to aftlrm thai in this doctrine ;\lr. Clay concurs. 

II. The question of the annexation of Texas, and the relation of parlies 
^0 that question. Is this measure, in your judgment, desired by those who 
urge it at the South, for the purpose of perjietualing slavery in the United 
States and in Texas'? ilow may ilio people of the North, n:()st officiein- 
iy manife^it or expressthoir lioslility to that muasure and to the object sought 
to be attained by annexulioji ? 

As anti-slavery men, wo have (ibservcd your course in Congress with 
approval ; and have apprcciaicd your labors and your courage in defence, 
of the rights of the people of tiio free State.-;. Wiih many whose views 
«oincidewith ours, we believe your opinions will be regarded tis worthy ©f 
high coQsideratiun and respect. 

With sentiments of re:-poct, 

Your Ob't Servants. 
G. KEEN. 
ISAAC BRAYTON, 
SAMUEL FOLJAMBE, 
THOMAS EARL, 
CEOUGE E. CONAKT. 



LETTER OF MR. GiDDIKSS. 



Okntlemen : 

In reply to your first inquiry, I would remark, that at t!ie period of 
forming our federal Constitution, u spirit of universal liberty pervaded the 
riinds of the people of the free States. The patriot sages of 1776 had 
put forth the undying truth" that man is born frcc,'\'^s n self-evident 
fad. In obedience to this declaration, Massachusetts had before the con- 
vention assembled, stricken the chains from 'every slave within her territory. 
Tlie soil of Vermont had never been contaminated with the footsteps of a 
;-iave. 'J'he other northern States had commenced a system of gradual 
ciuiuicipation. The delegates carried with them a strong and ardent desire 
m spo the principles of human liberty prevail throughout this republic. — 
While in convention they spoko of slavery with deep abhorrence, and the 
itiost irreconcilenble iiatred. Not so with the southern States. They re- 
fT.irded slavery as necessary to their prosperity. They refused to enter into 
iho Constitutional compact upon any terms that would subject that institution 
!!) the control of the General Government. Up to this period each State had 
iictcd in regard to slavery according to the dictates of its own will. Each 

itself held supreme, indisputable, and uncontrolled jurisdiction over that 
iiisiiiulion within its own limits. This entire power was reserved to itself 
by each State, and no portion of it was delegated to the General Government 
!*y the federal Constitution, and to place the subject in such a plain and pal- 
jiuble light that it sliould never be questioned or disputed, article 10 of the 
amendments was subsequently adopted ; by which it was declared that the 
powers not delegated by the Constitution were re-served to the several Stales. 
It is therefore pinin that the General Government has now no more power 
over the institution of slavery than it had prior to the adoption of the Consti- 
tution. The peo|)le of the southern States hold that institution as independ- 
ently of tlie federal Government, as they did under the old Confederation, 

Precisely to the same extent do the people of the free States hold apid 
enjoy the blessings of personal liberty. They delegated to the federal Gov- 
ernment no more power to involve them in slavery, than the south did f<> 
involve them in its abolition. The rights of the States on this subject worei 
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mutual and perfectly recfprocal. Those States who dftsirod to do so could 
continue the institution of slavery ; and those who desired to be free, and 
entirely exempt from the exi)ense, the disgrace, and the guilt of it, reserved 
to themselves the full and indisputable riglit to remain altogether separalu 
from, and unconnocled with, its evils. The sons of the pilgrims regarded 
slavery as a violation of the will of Heaven, aiid n flagrant transgression 
of the law of God. They would no sooner have been prevailed upon to 
involve themselves in its moral turpitude, than they would in that of piracy 
or murder. The people of the free States therefore secured to themselvc.-* 
the absolute right of remaining free from the guilt, the disgrace, and the 
expense of slavery, l)y withholding from the federal Government all Con- 
stitutional power in regard to that institution : while the slave States se- 
cured to themselves an equal privilege to enjoy the benefits (as they suppu- 
aed) resulting from a continuamte of slavery. The only exception to this 
general rule, is the power of Congress to legislate for the return of fugitive 
slaves. That power being expressly granted by the Constitution. 

1^' This doctrine I understand to have been |)ui forth by Mr. Clay in hi.s 
speecii of 1839, whore he declares that *uiccording to ike compromises of 
the Consiilulion no power whatever was granted to the federal Govermnent 
in respect to domestic shivery lid that which relates to taxation, representa- 
tion, and the poiver to restore fugitive slaves.-' " All o^her power (says he) 

^ in regard to the inslitiUion of slavery ivas retained exclusively by the States.^' 
The subjects of taxation and representation being established by the Con-^ 
stitution, are placed beyond the control of the federal Government, and 1 
have therefore not regarded, them as exceplion*^ to the general rule which I 
have laid down. It is this absence of all power on the part of the foderal 
Government in respect to domestic slavery,'" and retention of '^al/ other 
powers by the Slates exclusively,'' that constitu-es the obvious right of the 
people of the free States to be wholly exempt from the pecuniary expense, 
the moral guilt, and the public disgrace of an institution which we hold in 
unmitigated execration, it is this same absence of all power on the part 
of the federal Government "m regard to slavery" that constitutes the ob- 
vious right of the people of the slave States to uphold and continue slavery 
until they shall feel it their duty to abolish it. This doctrine has been often 
asserted in Congress and members of that body have been requested to deny 
it if they regarded it erroneous. It has been published in our Congressional 
debates, in our newspapers, in public addresses, and in all those modes in 
vfhich we are accustomed to assert our political doctrines ; but 1 am noi 
aware that any statesman, jurist, or politician, was ever willing to hazard 
his reputation by a denial of these obvious rights until the month of August 
last. The opposite doctrines are of recent origin, not having been avowed 
by any man until within the present year, although the power of the fed- 
eral Government has in a silent manner been frequently exerted to support 
slavery. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that this doctrine which I have ad- 
vanced, and which had been previously put forth by Mr. Clay, if carried. 



nut, will sepa«"ale the people of our free States from the support of slavery, 
lioth in the District of Columbia, nnd in the territory of Florida. For ilia 
inosl obvious that if the federal Governmenl have \*no power in regard io 
tkmcslic slavery.^' they liave certainly no power to establish it, either in 
ihe District of Columbia, or in Florida ; and the acts of Congress whicli 
now sustain slavery there are unconstitutional and void, and ought to be 
immediately repealed. I am aware, however, that some of our people, say 
liiat in the same speech, from which I have quoted, Mr. Clay questioned 
(he power of Congress lo interfere with slavery in tht. District of Columbia, 
Thul is true, and he slated his reasons. He regarded slavery there as ex- 
isting by virtue of Stale laws ; as having been brought by the people with 
ilipm when they came under the federal Government, and he questioned thr 
Consiilulional power of Congress to interfere in a relation established by 
Sinto laws : for we are al! aware that neither iMr. Clay, nor Mr. Morris, 
Hiio replici] to his speech al tiiat time, regarded slavery in the Disttict of 
I'oliiiribia as sustained by laiv of Congress. The investigations of that day 
liadiiol inrornjod us of the fact, and Mr. Clay's denial of *'all powers in 
liie Idoral Government in regard to domestic slavery," and his denial of 
.liieir power to abolish that relation where it existed by virtue of State laws», 
: was jjftiieclly consistent. These I believe now to be the sentiments of tho 
; ^^ hig pru iy g'^nerally, so far as I am acquainted with the opinions of mem- 
;i'isot' tliat party. 1 h-tve endeavored to asceJtain the views of leading 
Hf ^^ hig-!, so far as I have been able. 1 have corresponded with many, and 
I 'iiivr; converged with many; indeed I have made much inquiry, but to this 
I'fn' 1 litivo not been able to find a Whig, either north or south of Mason 
I 'ii'i Dixon's .line, who denies these palpable doctrines of our federal Consti- 
I'liinii; indeed, as before remarked, the opposite doctrine is of recent origin, " 
ji iving been first asserted in the month of August last. 
I Mr. Upshur, then acting as Secret;»ry of Stale, received from some per- 
(supposed to be Duff Green) then in London, information that an effort 
milking by the philanthropists of Great Britam to procure the abolition 
i'' i^'uvery in Texas. 

g laioriii'ition of a discussion in the British House of Lords was also com- 
I'^'tn; ;;,ir.j. hi that discussion it seems tlial Lord Brougham had alluded to 
lact that ti)o abolition of slavery in Texas would liuve the effect to hasten 
■'■>.^liolilion in the United States, as it would destroy the market now fur- 
' -i'lH by the people of Texas to the slave-breeding States of this Union. 
'■■•5 announcement appears to have alarmed Mr. Upshur, who had early 
'■•■'■' i his attention to Texas as a market for th ? surplus slave population 
'li'^ United Stales. 

[ iliii a'nrm alr^o appsars to have been increased by the announcement from 
jf-iHlornsn of high consideration in TexavS, that that Government would 
[I'^' inbly abolish slavery within the next jive years, unless it should be 
""ii-x.'vZ In the United Stales.'"' Such an event would place the line be- 
I '^pi^n slavery and liberty upon the southern border of our slave States; 
would confine the institution of domestic slavery upon the North Arnpr'- 
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imn 'cbfltinent to the slave-holding States of thisUnion. If it be thus restricted, 
with our free States on the north, and the voice of the civilized world, and 
the influence of Christendom against it, no doubt remains that its speedy 
destruction must be inevitable. It was in view of these circumstances that 
aouthern statesmen declared tiiat the annexation of Texas is ** a queslion of 
the most vital interest to the slave-holding Stales." Tliey say that Sla- 

VERy 3VIUST CONTINUE IN TeXAS, OR CEASE IN THE UnITED StATES." 

They were therefore driven to assume the doctrine now contended for by 
southern democrats, and assented to by the northern portion of that party; 
that the federal Government is bound to uphold and protect the slaverij 
of our Southern Stales.^' This novel theory was asserted bv Mr. Upshur, 
and re-afHrmed by his successor^ the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, the present Sec- 
retary of State. It was repeated by Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, by southern primary meetings of the democratic party, and by Ih^ 
.southern democratic press, generally. It caused tire rejection of Mr. Van 
Buren, and ihe nomination of Mr. Poik, and is now the leading, policy of 
the southern vising of the democratic party, and is tacitly assented to by the 
supporters of Mr Polk in the free States. Indeed I am not aware thai any ; 
statesman, and not more than two public papery-, of the. whole democratic 
party of the free States, possess the independence publicly to deny their \ 
obligation to support the slavery of the south. Here then is the great and 
principal issue between the two parties. The democrats aver that, we arc 
under (JonstUuUonal ohligalions lo support ihe inslilulion of domrsiic shi- 
very in our southern Stales. Thai its pecuniarij burthen, its moral turjii- 
tude, and its public odium, shall rest upon the people of our free Slates fl< 
i/feU as on those of the slave Stales ; and that -we are bound to furnish n \ 
market for the slave-breeding States^ where '■men^women.and children, may 
be sold like oxen in ihe shambles.'^ This doctrine is denied by the Whig 
party, and the i.ssue is fully made up ; it is now. on trial before the grnrai 
inquest oi' tlie nation, and will soon be determined. Every elector will bi* 
compelled by his acts to express his views of polilieal duty. None can ha 
exempt. If I stand opposed to the doctrine now attempted to be enforced 
upon us by the democratic party, I must vote against that party, and 1 mm 
sustain those who arc opposed to the doctrine. Clf I feel no interest in tho 
^jubject, Iniay refuse to vote ; or 1 may vote for men whose election is not 
expected/) 

Under these circumstances 1 am asked ''what is the duty of Anti-slave- 
rymenf*^ I answer, that I regard it the duty 'of every citizen, both of 
the slave States and of the free States, of those calling themselves ** Whigs'* 
and those calling themselves »'Democrat3," and those calling themselve* 
^'liberty men," to oppose this attempted outrage upon the ('onsthution, up- 
on our constitutional rights, and upon the rights of humanity. 

lam however aware that some of our Liberty friends deny that the an-, 
nesation of 'l>xas will have the effect to perpetuate slavery and the slave 
trade. I ha ve stated the reason that southern statesmen assign for iheir ei- 
farts ia favor of annexation. Those men have been bred iVi the nndsi ui' 
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slavery. They have spent their lives in observing the mfltiences that af- 
reet it. Their fortunes are in a great degree vested in slaves^ atvd theip 
pecuniary interests are involved in the prosperity of that institution* I 
therefore rely upon their judgment with far greater confidence in tHis re«. 
spect than I do upon that of our friends here, whose opportunities of ac- 
quiring informatiunmust'be more limited. Southern democrats urge With 
great earnestness 'that the defeat of Mr. Clay and of the Whig party, bfis 
becom« absulutely necessary to the. continuance and^ safety of slavery.— 
This is the tone of their press, of the resolutions in their^ populaiV meet- 
ing^?, and of the addresses of their statesmeri and of their public speakers. ^ 
Yet history will record.it as one of the most extraordinary circumstances 
of the ngc, that ;vhile the democratic party are laboring to defeat Mr. 
Clay and the Whig party, m order io yer-peiuate slavery, the liberty men /y' 
of the north are Inboring with equal zeal to oves'throw Mr. Clay fipd (he / ^ 
Whig party in order to abolish slavery. 'I'he high ion&d advocates of eter* 
nal slavery in South Carolina, and the warm hearted liberty men of >norlh-» 
cm Ohio, are now uniting their utmost assiduoui and unceasing t'.flbf'ts to ^ 
decry Mr. Clay, and to deteat the VVhigs. To effect this gtent purpt^er 
they heartily co-operate v/iili each otiier. This single fact,! thirilti' should ) 
induce ou r liberty iViends to pause and reflect. W hen the devoted preacher 
oi the gospel hero, finds liimself laboring with the infidel advoclxtes of e- 
to.rnal slavery, in his endravors to defeat the Whig party, 1 think' he should 
pause and reflect, and take a calm and full survey of his position,, befbre 
lie goes further, i once enquired of a zealous advocate of annexation and 
slavery, whether he (Expected that Ohio would cast her vote to perpetuate 
an institution which we held in such general abhorrence. He answered : 
Thai will depend vpcr.i (lis lihcrly parly. If they adhere to their or- 
ganization (said he) we shall stand a fair charce in Ohio.'' Tfelt deeply 
humbled at the answer, for I regardi^d it as but too true. I lately read an 
.article in the Young Mickory,'' the leading advocate of Polk and slave- 
ry, in which the editor slates his confident reliance upon the liberty party 
of Ohio juid Indiana, to sncure the defeat of Mr. Clay in those States. — =• 
ilis calculation has proved a signal failure so far us Indiana is concerned 
:md 1 hope and trust that the result in Ohio will be equally favorable to ) 
the cause of humanity It is furihersaid that the anne?iation of Texas is ). 
now brought forward "'merely as a poliUcal queslion for party pur pose.sP'^ , ' 
f answer, if Texas be annexed and slavery perj)eiuated, and our people of 
lljo free States rendered tributary to the slave interests, it will then become 
a matter of little importance whether it arose from slave policy ov party 
policy. 

But how stands the fact. In 1837, a proposition was made by the Tex- 
an Government to he annexed to this Union. The intention entertained 
by southern men of eflecting that object, has, from that day to this, been 
Oie subject of the most uiiceasmg anxiety among a portion of northern 
men. Such were the evidences manifested in regard to it, that nearly 
s'ighteen months since twenty members of the Whig party in Congress, 
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including the venerable Adams, united in an address to the people of t1*ff 
free States, distinctly calling their attention to the' efiorts then making tf» 
etlect this plan of enslaving the people of the free Stites. During th» 
last autumn it was announced distinctly by the pufclic, preas, that the Pres- 
ident would recommend its annexation in hia annual message. Bui. th© 
Executive had resort to the treaty making power, and for a lime it yrm 
thought the policy would be Consummated before the people would have an 
opportunity of expressing their wishes in regard to it. Thanks to a Whig 
Senate we are yet free. Still while we attempt to impress upon liber^/ 
men the iwiportanceof putting forth all our powers to defend ourselves u- 
gainst this treasonable plot, we are told that it is only a polilical move- 
ment, got up to manufacture parly capital, and that it will die away after 
the election. Such expressions coming froiii men who profess a feeling; 
for the slave, or a patriotic sentimcjnt in favor of liberty, are jjerfectly in- 
explicable to my understanding. 

But probably the most serious objections raised by our liberty men, ara 
to the agent, selected by the Whigs to carry out their measures. They Kny 
that Mr. Clay, Ihe Wliig candidate for Pre-i(!enl, is nol a suitable man for 
that office. I answer that the election of President is to be made under 
the provisions of the ConstiJulion, and for the purpose of carrying' Ihos^j 
provisions mlo effect. If Mr. Clay when elected shall laiihfuily carry 
out that object* our purpose will be gained, although there snould be obj(K> 
lions to his moral character. As I have already slated, liie great leadin^^ 
object of our opponents is the annexation of Texas and the perpetuity of 
slavery* Mr. Clay and the Whig party stand pledged before liie world (o 
defeat these measures if in their power. No man will say that Mr. Clay 
will not carry out and redeem his pledge. His worst enenfteshave never , 
accused him of a want of candor or integrity. No man has any fear tliat 
he will turn traitor to those who el(3Ct him. Yet some of our liberty meii 
.say that he is a duellist, &c. And Dr. Beecher's sermon on duelling is 
<luoted among the religious, to show, what ? Why thai it is the duty of 
liberty men to permit Texas to be annexed, and slavery continued in all 
coming time, rather (iian to vote for a man v.ho has been bred and educa- 
ted in a cojnmunily where duelling is practiced, arui who has adoj)led a 
code of morals wliich we regard as wrong, but which lie has been compell- 
ed to adopt by force of the public seniimenl where he lives. There wasu 
lime when this argument was urged witli propriety. Prior to the nomina" 
lioAi of candidates, it was proper to urge upon our friends the duty of ser 
lecting a statesman who discards the practice of duelling. We failed to 
convince them of this policy and the nation has advanced one step forwartT 
in tiio progress of eventj?. Our candidates are selected. The position of 
oach party .has been taken. There is no longer an opportunity to change 
(lie candidate. To oppose his election now is to oppose the objects and - 
purptt-sesof those who have placed hitn in nomination. And we are oil 
conscious that the defeat of the Whig party at the corning elections wiil ia 
m hum an probability bring about the annexation of Texas and the perpo- 
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luity of slavery. Vet a portion of our frienilsS urge that it is our duly t» 
wlUihold our support from Mr. Clay, tilthougti by so doing we sliall peymit 
slavery to be perpetuated and the slave trade to be coniijiuod. ' To tki«i 
veasoniug there are in my opinion strong- objections. I do not believe u 
our diity to permit Texas to be annexed, slavery perpetuated, and 6ur fed- 
eral Consiitution violated, until we can correct public sentiment in regard 
to dueiiing. I would prefer a man who discards that false code of honor, 
and 1 v/ill use my eflbrts to convince mankind of the enormity of th* 
pracii'oa. But as a majority of our people ditior from me .on this poirjt, 
jmd iiave selected Mr. Clay as their candidate, i am not at liberty to with- 
hold my -vote from him and thereby permit tljousands of ^hves tosufier for 
no oliier reason than that public sentiment is wrong in regard to duelling. 
To the learned author of the discourse to which 1 allude, 1 yield all due re- 
spect, and will unite witli him in all proper eftbrts tO' reform our fellow 
men on that subject ; but 1 object to throwing that question into the whiri- 
Ijool of [)oiitical strife. If we cnnnol arouse ipankind to the enormity of 
dueUifig by direct appfisls to their iin)ral sensibilities, it wi'i be in vain fof 
us to invoke the aid of political proscription. It is true that Mr. Clay ban 
mel in siiigle comba^tho assailants of his honor. Tins I regard as wrongs 
it i.s ns much opposed to correct morals as it is for nations to engage in war 
with <?uch other. Yet wo have often engaged in war ond thousands of our 
i'eliovv men liave fiillen a sacrifice to the false notions ol the age in which 
n e livo. But our Liberty friends assail Mf-. Clay, wliile they honor {lu)s«j 
who have advocated the doctrines of war, a timusand times more ohjeclion- 
ahh^, boc'.ujse a thousand times niore injurious to the morals and lo '\\\» 
liappivie.vs of our country. If duelling bo wrong, as it rnost^ palpably is, 
(her] is war much more so. Yet Christians waged long ahd bloody wnr* 
fo oh!aiji possession of Palestine, in those Crusades, ihedevoled Chrisi- 
ian s'.'ould rise from humble prayer nnd engage in deadly corjlh'ct.vvitli any 
man who had cast an imputation upon his honor. Our Pijgrin» fathers dis- 
cardc-d thai bloody code. Not so with our Southern J)rethren j'lhey ni(? 
iho d'^.^i.-endants of the cavaliers, and have continued to ^herish iho hold 
c!iiv;d ry of their progenitors. Mr. Clay has been educated in ihe doclrijie* 
of his fathers, and is yet surrounded with the same iiiHuences in which they 
they were l>red. He is therefore less censurable than ofie of us would h-t 
fy," pursuing the same prnctiee. 

It is also objected thai he w:is instru'noutal in extending shivpry irU* 
Miwjur:, That he and many northern Ptopresentatives voted for the M\»i.- 
tourl couipromise is true. But if we belies e the history of those tiow-'S, 
Mr. Chiy did it for the patiioiic purpose of j!)rrAV'nv';/ir the Zhw a. 'i'h>} 
quesiiui) t!ien pending shook the Union throughout its length and breadth, 
and thieaLened its immediate overthrow. Mr. Clay was ;mxious to p.rf'- 
i-ers e it. and put forth his efforts for that purpose. But he declared at tim 
i-aoit; lime that such was his dislike to slavery, that he tc^trc a ci'iz'n, 
i-'f Mii\i(niri he would never consenilo ihf. adopt/on of a Con.-i.i.'ution tin:* 
i^id prvvidc for its curly fxtirc'io-n." 1 anj aware tlat Clriy 
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often ropres nted as haying used his inducnce on that occasion Tor the pur- 
pose pr exlenainfr slmxcry. History gives a different version of facti}; and 
inrornis ks that his efiorts were used to presi^rre /Ae^ , 

I regard his intentions ns patriotic, and had I been present might proba- 
hly have concurred in his views. He was then acting under a ditferent 
slate of public sentiment from that which now prevails: But were north- 
ern members at this day silently to surrender our rights* I' could not ex- 
fiect southern statesmen to maintain ihern. It is unjust to northern honor 
III charge Mr. Clay with the responsibility of the Missouri compromisa 
when it was voted Cor by our own Representatives. 

Hut it is urgefi that Mr. Clay differs from us in regarfl to the moral right 
of holding slaves. On this point so far as we know,^ Mr. Clay is in sen- 
timent entirely opposed to our views. By holding slaves we must suppose 
that he approves of slavery ; we arc authorized to give no other construc- 
tion to his practice. As 1 have shown, he agrees with us upon our consti- 
tutional rights, which is now ihe great issue between the political parties, 
but differs iVom. us upon the moral quesition of holding s^'^ves. If, there- 
fore, he shall be elected, wo shall gain a triumphant victory so far as our 
political rights arc concerned, and so fiir as political feffort can effect our 
object. But it will leave the morA question of holding slaves untouched. 
Nor can it bn reached by political action, f fully believe with southern 
men thnt the extinction of slavery will follov*' infevitably upon the rejection 
of Texas and our refuisal to lend our support in favor of it. In this 1 be- 
lieve anti-slavery men generally concur: Mr, Clay agrees \vilh us as to 
the rejection of TexavS, and our right to be exempt from the sup[)ort of 
slavery: while he holds slaves under the Lnwsof [\entucky. This brings 
mr^ to the great' and principul ol)jcction, that *'Mr. Clay is a Slavk- 

The objection is true, in point of fact ; T wish it were otherwise. To n 
ff'.rtain extent it is a legitimate objection to his moral character. The hol- 
<liug of slaves in a slave State 1 think is wrong, and detracts from the mor- 
al worth of a man who j.)rnctices it. it is of the same character with tho 
vice of duelling. But there is notlung in the act of holding slaves in Ken- 
♦ ucky that disqualifins ii man fr<»m discharging the duties of President. — 
'I'i^ere is nu nv>re connexion bo'weon the duties of President and the hold- 
ing .)f ^slaves in Kentucky, ilian ifiere is bt^iween the duties of that office 
«nd opposing slavery in Ohio. Mr. Clay mny hold hisslaves in that Stato 
and perform the duties of President just as faithfully, and as honestly, as 
Mr. Birney could with his views against holding slaves. Nor do I think 
Mr. Clay would be more likely to encroach upon our rights than Mr. Bir- 
Hvy would be to encroach upon those of the slave States. I regard them 
both as honest men, and so far ns slavery is concerned I have no doubt 
would administer the Government precisely alij%e. 1 entertain no fearflt 
That tMr. Clay's friendship for slavery would lead him to violate his oath, 
wr ihe Constitution, no more than I have that Mr. Birney 's hatred of slave- 
ry would lead him to the coninu'ss:on of moral perjury. It is, however 
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urged, that as he holds slaves his pecuniary intcre^^t would, be, in favor of 
that institution. In iha* respect Ins sitihilion'woulcl be the- sarire as that of 
a Northern man elected to the fame office who holds nn interest in a man- 
ufacturing establishment, oris interested in agriculture qr in commerce. — 
Mis interest would be in favor oP whatever business or employment hU 
capital is vested. Mr. Birney''s interest in Northern agricijUure would be 
as liicely to mislead iiim, as iVlr.' Clay's interest in slaves would be to draw 
liim from the path of duty. But in either cnso the ihtprest , would be tor> 
remote for any man to suppose it would induce them to viointc their oath ol' 
oilice. But it is urged that holding slaves h wrong ;and immoral, and that 
no slaveholder is entitled to our confidence, .^nd now I suppose 1 have 
reached the great and real objection wliich exists in the inindsof anti-slave- 
ry men against Mr. Clay. ' 

-They regard the holding of slaves as a crime, and that they soy, *'ir 
we vote for a slaveholdex, we voluntarily participate in his crimes." Yet 
they will apply such doctrine to no other transactiori of life. If they wisih 
to employ a lawyer, they will look for the mnn most likely to execute thr? 
trust reposed in him to their satisQiction. If he be an infidel or an immor- 
al man, yet likely to transact their business more satisfactorily than others, 
they will employ him vviihout feeling that they participate in his vices. If 
they wish to purchasn a farm they will employ the' agent whorn ih«y think 
best qualified to effect tfiat object without particuhir reference to his murals. 
In our church associations we "admit none who disac-ree with us on dtx'irine;* 
of christian faith. But in our civil relations we are compelled to asso- 
ciate with infidels and tiiose who d'ffer from us on uioral, and religious 
subjects The ihfidePhns the same rights and is oj^ually : inieresled in pre- 
serving our civil institutions as the pious cliristian. Under our fedor.-il 
compact the slaveholder possess the .same rights t'uut the antlrSlavery man 
holds and if he be devntpu to the support of the cons;tmiti6n he is equally 
entitled to hold office. Siiil our liberty friends urge thai their consdrna:^ 
will not permit ihem to vole for a slaveholder, and that, in rbjeetii!^ .Mr. 
Clay they' only obey the dictates of their own feelings. 

The moral sense, or the power to discriminate between right and wrong. \ 
was bestosved upon us for high and useful ))urj.'Oses. When the judgment 
is fully mformed, and the miod is uninfienced by teejiug or iatere«t, ilu^t^. 
conscience may be regarded as an almost unerring guide.; But aciing witu- 
out the proper in!brmation, or imder ihis inflnenoe/)f feeling or of interest, 
it is a dangerous conductor. It led Sxiul to persecute the Saints ; the Catli- 
olies to burn Protestants: and the Puritan fathers to hang jhosa whons 
they called witches. I will refute some recent circumsthnces which illus- / 
trate the danger of following an impulse. . ■ 

During the eanipaign of last sutumn, 1 bad occasion to address the peo- 
ple in a distant Congressional District of this Stale. The Whig c»ndidnf w 
was an early supporter s>f the rights of the North, and of mankind, fU' 
was among the nio i dis-ingulshed philanthropists of liiat diNtrict. Every 
Liberty man admitted tliat he would rote in regard to slavery, iC elected,. 
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yir&-:l-;c]y as thoy wisijed. The opposite pnrty hud put in noinination a 
nvu\ who was undersioixl to be oppocied to all those measures which would 
separate us fVoui the support of slavery. The Liberty 'party held the bal- 
'uvy; «r power. Tiiey were told that it was quite likely that the repeal of 
g.:ig-rule, and of the law 'hat sustains slavery and the slave trade in the 
nisiricjt of Columbia might depend upon a single vole; ifso the continuance 
of theiTi would depend upon, the vote of the Liberty men oftnat district.— 
They fhought the Whig candidate, if elected, would vote for Mr. Clay to 
the offjce of President, and tliey said their consciences would not permit 
Jh(?ni !') vote for any nnn who would su^jtain a slaveholder: The whigcan- 
did.ito was defeated: His opponent was elected, and the gag rule was sus- 
tained by a majoritv of one vole only. It was the opinion of many mern- 
hors ihat if the gig-rule y/er« repealed there would be no difiicully in re- 
pealirig- ilje law that sustains slavery and the slave trade in the District oi' 
Coiuiii!)i:i. Such was my own opinion. If we were correct in this opin- 
io;!, { .'K'k if thos3 w'm) refused to sustain a man. whose efforts would have 
rep;'a!(wl the law that sii.slains the slnVe trade in that district are not now 
invoU-tiil in the guilt of thai execrable coircnieico? it v^as m llic-ir pov.rr 
lo rr^'ppal the law. that sustaiiis it. Thoy , refused to do so, and now plead 
the oi.vu'.tos of their consciences to iiustifv tlieir refii:-nl. Does not the blood 
ol >ils,v,:>s rest Ujjonlbein? When iho slave rnoiher, bereft of her children 
l:y the inhu:iian dealer in matikind. ishail in the unutterable grief of her 
s<iul. cfist iier eyes towards those men and ask, ^'IVhi; did you nol rch'eoi 
im'/rrm //u.i hear I rending srparalion?-' Will i^he bcsiifisfied if they tel] 
her. "'Our con.<{Cf.e}U'cs would ii.ol ■pcrmii its' to siuilnin a man lhaf would 
•i^utc for Mr. ChyV' It i;s a. principle us old as the English comrnnu huv, 
'•lh;-;t he who look;* on and sees a crinio cummiltad when il is in his power 
to pro vent it. h'^comes accessory to \\\vi guilt;'' and v/ill our theologians 
I'.'ii us that a different rule p;evaiis in uioraisi I am aware that some men 

pr,'vjf,!K 1)511 for myself 1 d;i re not fullow their totiching. Jt is said hr 
th'V I :irU it is wrong lo voie f<.>r a sl.-ivehoiiior; or for one wIjo will support 
T4 sl,'.v>-)i(>lder. I answer ihi'.t it is tlieirduty to do iho grori.lesi good in llifir 
po*^^r. i^jrid !o prevent all evil whicij it is in iheir powior to prevonl, 
:m)J li' to efff-^ct lh.1t objeitt i! beeomrv; nece.ssary to vole for ji ;;Iaveho!- 
d->r it will be r 5 ght, a dn')} lor them to do' so. ! once asked a pio:i^ 
<l!vii:*. if h(> wo'iid vote for Mr. Clay v/ere he consci^u.s tliat by so drving 
h> vv J ild ai>o!!sh slavery? He replied that ho /.'.>.X'/././ nuL 1 ' }>ronounc<? 
it^-> i » ij^mont U4)oa h. is theology . 'Po liis o.vn ma.ster lie strinds or falls. 
1. m i v K ly hf)vypv8r. th:i{ [ d ire fiot f.v'iow his precepts. The men be- 
ioin^ ng ra the Liberty purly at the last election, defeated at least si.x c.-tn^-v 
did u^v. for Congress, who, if elected, woMld have voted to repeal the gng- 
■r,de. siud the ?]ave laws of the District ofCoiumbia. Had tiiey been elected 
- ih'^y m.-ij'it b-ive b«>en —1 fully believe those biws would have bee» 
r.';i^».l«vL I thereforrt ihifjl; thoM3 men res() onsible for their conlinu-ince. 

T.i.* sj.-j:i<H*6"<>f the De!n;)crat;c p'vrty at tlieeurfuiiig election will be re- 
j^r-i:-;!.*! a-^t')e v lica of th^ r)'\K)lii in fu-or of e.Kienl'nj' and nernotur.tir?*' 

..." ^ ' i 1^ 
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slavery. Tliat object may be defeated by the aid of our Liberty frienfi?. 
This is clearly obvious to every man; yet some members of jhat piirty 
say, tliat the annexation ol' Texas ana consequent, estensidti of slavery la 
but a circumstance in the lite of that institution, and is no gdpd reason 
why they should abandon ilieir political organ ii!?u ion to oppose it. But ii' 
Texas is annexed to this Union, and slavery extended over that territory 
under the protection of our laws, and the precedent established thtit we ru a 
bound to sustain it with our treasure and our blood, the existence of «, ho 
Liberty party will then be of no use, so far as slavery is concerned.. Our- 
selves and our children, and our children's children, Will pass away iioforo 
any efforts fronuhe free Slates can aid the slave ip obtaiiiing., his rights* 
The institution will then bid defiance to all our labor-; of philanthropy;--' 
we may then fold our arms and sit down in gloomy silence; instead olVirik- 
ing the chains frorn ihe limbs of the slave, we shall have faened ihoiu 
Mpon our own. Thfi Liberty party may then = afford support to soin*' 
few editors and travelling lecturerf?, but they will lend no ray ofhope'to tha 
down-trodden slave* He will then be placed beyond the reach of tlieir (ef- 
forts. Thevscej)tre of political power will again be, swayed by the advo- 
cates of eternal slavery, whose ears are impenetrable to the cries .of hrt- 
mnnity. 

I^ut some liberty men insist that **i\fr. 'CUiy is not t^ully commilied- 
against the annexationof Texas." They admjt that to be the great quest ioiv 
now pending between the two parties; that the Democratic party is rally- 
ing in, favor of annexation, and the VVliigs against it; that Mr. Polk wns 
nominated upon the principle that he was in favor of it. They know 
that opposition to the annexation of T'exas is the rallying cry of the ^'Viiig 
party; that they are concentrating their energies and efforts upon that 
point; and that they, stand pledged b-^fore the world to prevcnl anhexarioa 
if possible. Mr. Clay is their candidate, with a full knowledge of all thcKS 
facts. He must therefore turn traitor to those who. elect him, or he must 
use his influence against the annexation of Texrs. I think no man will 
regard him as a capable of such violation of faith. By consenting to run 
as the candidate ot^ those who are openly and avowudly opposed to that pol- 
icy, he stands strongly committed to carry out their views, even had hw 
?-aid nothing upon the subject. But by reference to his letter on that ques- 
tion, we find him pointing to the odium which ♦'an impartial and enlight- 
ened world" will cast upon u^, if we obtain further territory, ♦'for ths 
purpose of propagating slavery from the United States;" and deprecating 
the introduction into our Government ♦♦of a new element of discord and 
distraction;" that is the support of Slavery. He then goes on to say that 
*^Texas ought not to be admiited into the Union as an integral i^art thereof 
in decided opposition to the wishes of a considerable and respectable par- 
Hon of the confederacy.'^^ This expression of his ten tinnents as explained, 
fey him in his letter to the editor of the Tuscalosa Monitor, has referenc« 
to the States^ comprising the Union; and he illustrates his views still further 
j»y saying that he regardb our Union "a^ a great poliiical co-partnershif.^* 



u 

'iluis making thjB Annexation .of Texas depend upon the consent ofall jM 
States/ [ For every man is aware that no new member can be admitted 
into a co-paVtner^hip, without the consent of a/Z Z/te old mtmh^rs. Il is 
equally, obvious that no portion of these States can annex the others io 
Texas, and while a single State refusojio enter inio the new co-partnership ' 
with Texas, the annexation by the others, would itself be, a dissolution of 
tlie U nion which M r. Clay declares it has been the leading object of his 
life to prevent. This expression of Mr. Clays opinions I regard as sat- 
isfactory. When Ohio, Yermont, Rhode. Island, Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, shall each rescind ihejr resplulions against the annexation, and 
consent to unite their political destinies with slaveholding Texas ! shall 
neither ask nor expect Mr. Clay to oppose that measure . But after the' 
Executive and, many democralic Statesnten had asserted the Constitutional 
obligation of the federal government to sustnin Slavery 'm the Siates, Mr. 
Clay 'declarcd W/je 'pretfLnyalUm cxclasibe/i/ by ths several Slates, of their 
tmn local and peculiar instiiiitions^^ to be the whig doctrines. This was 
slated at the close of his speech at Kaleigh in April last. It is the identi- 
cal doctrine for whicli Anti-slavery men contend, 'j'hey would <?a;c/tide the 
federal goveriiment and the free Stales from all participation in the .pre- 
'iservation of an insiitvition which \ve hold in guch unqualified detestation. 
This is tnihj Whig doctrine,, for it is the doctrine of tlie constitution which 
gives us no power to preserve slavery. It is the doctrine of Mr. Clay, as; 
put forth in his speech of 1830, in which ho denies to the federal govfern- 
ment all powers in regard to slavery, ''except as to taxation representa- 
tion and the return of (ugitiye Slaves/' . ' 

This doctrine is directly opposed to tii»t v/lilch is now asserted by the 
Democratic parly. They contend that the i'(:don\\^ government and the 
people of the free States are bound to sustain the slavery of the Souihern ' 
States. / ' 

We contend for 'Hhe total separation of the federal government from 
all unconstitutional support of slavery. i have often stated 'this as the . 
ulterior design of our liberty men, so liir fxapoHlical ejfort was 'concerned. 
If I have mistaken their views, I hone tlie error will be corrected, and that 
the puljlic may be definitely informed of the extent of their political ob- 
jects. I am aware, that they design to call up public attention to the 
wrong, to the crime of slavery; and to an-ay the moral feelings of mankind 
against it. . Tliut is right and proper, and 1 have ever felt it my duty, 
whether in public or in private life, to lend my moral intluence against 
slavery every where. My political efforts are controled by our constitUr 
tional compact. As the federal government; po-ssesses^no power over it, we 
can exert no political power against it. Our. political etibrts thereffire in 
regard to Slavery may extend to the repeal of all jicls ofCongress in favor 
of that institution, and to a total seperation of the federal Government and 
fhe people of the free States from ;its support, To ihispoint we are lijnited. 
We can go no further by our •political action. To this extent Mr, Claj 
18 with us. So far as our political power extends he argues with usj an3 
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shall we oppose his election, and prefer the perpetuity ofslavery, forth* 
yeasoivthat he^^ffers from Us upon ^^^t^^^ moral question which lies bey^rid 
all political power? When I first entered .Congress, iHe objectg and uVtc- 
rior designs of our anti-slavery men were not very accurately defined. 

They were then understood to consist in a vague and general hostility 
io slavery. 1 early saw, or thought ! saw, the prqpnety of calling the 
ntifiRtion of all parlies to the violations of the constitution in favor of the 
interests of slavery, then so frequently practiced. 1 was exceedinglj^ de- 
sirous to show to oar peoplie of the free Stales the manner in which they 
ware cdrnpelled to support^ Slavary in violation of their constitutiqna) 
rights. I wished to see the constitutionuryiie.w^^^^ 

ates us from ihe ssijp;>6ri ors1ave7ry, clear) defineci ^ 'iV eilect thcsp pb- 
jects, I made speeches'; I wrote addresses to my coiistituantsV'sf.d. ^1 pub^ 
iished essays. I did this with the most j)erfect convktion that ^yhe^^f&^^y^ 
infornied.of the encronchnients upon their ri^hisi ihe people would correct 
ihe abuses. Up to this .day my mdst s.'iiiguine expeclaiions have been 
i!if)rethnn realized, 'i he whig party, qire now arrayed in la vor of their 
doctrines and measures, wit[i a fair and almost certairt prospect- of success, 
unless we shall be deserted by those proi'pssiug to be the peculiar fri^ni|s cif 
ilie Slave. . . ■ ' . . . : 

iku while our Whigs have been gradually coming up to the vSupport of 
our constitutional rights,' our Jiberty friends Have organized into a separjilef 
political party, and arrayed' themselves agaiiist us. The' more zealously 
ihc Whigs 'have engaged in opposing these- encroachments upon the con* 
J^iitiition, liie more yeheiT^ently 'u.ey have been assailed l)y the Hfaerty party, 
while a corresponding silenco arxd forbearance has.been rrianifested by them 
towards the party, claiming the extension. .and perpetuity of slavery at ihs 
(expense of our interests^ oiir honor, and our federal constitution. Indeed 
the most distinguished advocate of eternal slavery now living does not ap- 
pear to be so frequensly the subject of personal arlack byo.ur liberty friends, 
as the lime honored Adams, the stedfast and indornitabie supporter of hu- 
niaii rights. Both the jur^tlce and the policy, of this course are incompre- 
tiensible'to me. l ean discover no benetit that is to result from it, either to 
ihfi slave or the freeman. If our liberty friends: have anv, well defined 
poliucal object in view, beyond those for which the ; ,Whigs.'are now con- 
'cTidingv I hope they will point it out, and exhibit it distinctly to the coun- 
'•iy- If they are unable to do that, I hope l.hey will no longer keep up * 
« paration that to me appears to endanger almost every political right which 
'va hold de^r, arid which is likely to extinguish the laslray of hope to th» 
suffering slave. ■ 

if the object of our Liberty friends be to organize a:nd continue a^dis* 
linct political "party^ it will of course be perfectly consistent for them to 
separate from those who are striving to.prevent the annexation of Texas, 
2nd the perpetuity of slavery. But this 1 feel assured is not the purpose 
i yf" the great mass of those who have heretpfore voted for Mr. Birney. — 
i ^iiey are among the warmest friends of humanity, and 1 am confideEt wUI 

i 
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j9.ut forth iheir eiTortvS in oppositi6n to a policy which must prove falQl (o the 
iiberties of. c.urselves, as well as to *he,ihopes of the slaves^ AH adm k it to 
^be iheir duly to exert their political influence to support the cor»stitutiqn and 
»'igi)ts of maiikirid. It is equally clear that it is tlio duty of those who (ie-'v 
sire to eilect that object, to unite their energies ; for^ without union, no pos- 
sible good, can result trom our labors. But the difficulty is for us to naito 
«ur energies in such a manner as to prevent the consummation of those 
^iesigns. Party attachments will lead many of our Democratic friends to 
vote for ''Polk and eternal slavery," rather than see their party defentod. 
Vetfhjjny of tt)at party will not vote, and others.will vole for Mr, Chiy. 
80 also with our Liberty friends ; I have no doubt that party attachmeuts^ 
moy influence some of them to adhere to their party organization, while I 
«m confident that many of that party will permit no such pariisnn bias ta 
(H)mQ iik conflict wiii) their duty. Yet some of our Libei'ty men say that 
Mr. Birney and their party are' opposed to the annexation of ToxasT.irfd 
the perpetuity of .slavery, and if they'^'ote forhimihey will discharge iheip 
tluty as w^efll as by voting for Mr. Clay. I reply, that it is our duty to uiiiie. 
.7 hey-say, then let us unite on Mi*. Birney ! 1 reply, thatwheji tl,e great 
majority who seek a common object shall unite upon the means of edect- 
ing it, the minority are in duty bound to unite with them. Of the great 
number of our people opposed to the annexation of Texas and the perpe- 
tuity of slavery, probably ninety-five out of every hundred have united on 
Mr. Clay as the agent to carry out their opposition to these measures. Tho 
other five out of each . hundred are opposed to him, and believe that Mr. 
Birney would do belter than Mr. Chy. Now the ninety-five are equally 
inloliigent as the five, and will any man urge that it is the duty of the nine-' 
ly-five to surrender their judgements and preferences to the five ; or that 
\i is not the obvious duty of the five.to surrender their opinions, and unite 
with their friends? I think there can be but oiie answer to the queslioia, 
I was myself no advocate for the noniination of Mr. Clay. 

I have at no time hesitated to declare my inability to support any man 
for President who should deny the constitutional doctrines I have so long 
labored to bring into exercise. Solemnly sWorn to .support the f(^d?rral 
Constitution, I could not support any man who denies its most obvious doc- 
trines. Mr. Clay maintains those doctrines. The opposite party are seek- 
ing to subvert them.' Asa friend to the slave, as a supporter of our ow» 
liberties, as ah American citizen, devoted to our Constitution, I feel con- 
strained by every obligation resting upoa me, both moral and political, to 
unite my efforts whh those who are opposing the annexation of Texas, th« 
extension and perpetuity of slavery, and the subversion of our federal 
©onstilution, 

With great respect, 

Your Ob't Servant. 

J. K. GIDDING3. 

Messrs. G. KEsr^, Isaac BbattoKj 
Samu£L Foljambe, Thomas Eiiai,, 
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